
I PETER

Put Off and then Put On - Part 1 November 18, 2012

I. Be Holy In All Your Behavior With A Holiness Like God’s Holiness

A. I Peter 2:1-3 . . . Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and

hypocrisy and envy and all slander, [2] like newborn babies, long for the

pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

[3] if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

B. Pray

II. Putting off impurities in order to put on truth and Christ-likeness in order

to become holy as God is holy in all our behavior. 

A. I Peter 2:1 . . . Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and

hypocrisy and envy and all slander

B. God provides a number of lists of evils or sins or fleshly lusts or worldly

pleasures or selfish practices and foolish habits that we are to put off or

turn away from. Each list seems to be specific to the context of the list. 

1. The context of this list is clearly stated by the THEREFORE at the

beginning of the list. The THEREFORE points back to using God’s

living and transforming Word to further purify ourselves in the

pursuit of self-giving love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. And

this list of evils, that God is exhorting us to put off, deals with the

enemies of the love God intends us to practice within the Body of

Christ. 

2. So to help us keep the context in mind as we study these verses, I

am going to summarize the context: “Since you have purified your

life for a sincere love of the brethren, and since you are using God’s

word to further purify yourself in moving forward from brotherly love

to self-giving love, put off these enemies of love so that you can absorb

and apply that much more of God’s Word in order to continue growing

in your love toward one another.” 

C. Putting aside

1. Moving on from the THEREFORE of verse 1, we see that the next

two words are “putting aside,” and they precede God’s exhortation

to immerse ourselves in His word in order to grow in holiness. 



a. As in all the other scriptures where the principle of putting off

appears, it represents the first half of the total principle. The

second and equally vital half of the principle is to put on

godliness in place of the evils we put off. 

b. This same principle was stated in different words back in I Peter

1:22, where we were exhorted to purify ourselves by means of

obeying God’s will and word. And as should be obvious, we cannot

obey God’s word in any area of life without first putting an end

to obeying the devil, the world, our flesh, and our evil desires.

So here again, we putt off to put on. 

c. The other prominent scriptures containing this principle are found

in Romans 13:12, Ephesians 4:22-24, Colossians 3:9-10, and

Hebrews 12:1. 

2. This principle of putting off to put on can be compared to realizing

you are headed in the wrong direction. The first thing you must do

is turn around. Then you must proceed to head in the right direction.

a. Now the turning around and heading in the right direction may

appear to be one single act, and in some ways they are. But if you

are going in the wrong direction, you cannot correct your course

without turning around first. 

b. And though I don’t need to say this, I still will. Turning around

is not sufficient by itself, for if you only turn around and stand

there, you will never arrive at your intended destination. So

though putting off sin is the first step in the process of growing

in godliness, putting on godliness and promoting growth in

godliness is equally important to arriving at the place of being

holy in all your behavior as God is holy. 

3. There are three biblical truths that give us a practical picture of our

need to put off in order to put on. These three truths are:

a. We cannot serve two masters at the same time. We must

deliberately reject one if we are to serve the other. 

b. We cannot be single minded without removing the reasons we

are double-minded.

c. We cannot love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength

while loving any other thing in equal or greater measure. To love

God supremely, we must turn away from every love that tries

to push God aside and take His rightful place as the supreme love

in our life. 



D. All malice: The word malice commonly refers to a particular kind of evil

– an evil that is driven by feelings of hostility, ill-will, resentment,

bitterness, and even hatred toward another person. These feelings, when

left free to fester, look for wicked or mischievous ways to openly express

themselves. And they most often express themselves by irritating,

annoying, putting down, injuring, defaming, or in some other way harming

the person disliked – sometimes for the mere pleasure of hurting them

and sometimes to get even. 

1. There is no question about the fact that some people are obnoxious

or repeatedly hard to get along with. However, it is equally wrong

and equally unloving to return evil for evil – which is what malice

does. In other words, malice on our part is just as much a destroyer

of  love and unity as the bad behavior of others toward us. 

a. Regarding ill-will toward difficult people, God’s first and foremost

solution is found in Ephesians 4:31-5:2 . . . Let all bitterness

and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from

you, along with all malice. [32] Be kind to one another, ten-

der-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has

forgiven you. [5:1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved

children; [2] and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and

gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a

fragrant aroma. 

b. Two other scriptures that will help you remain faithful to God’s

ways when tempted to strike back at those who are making your

life difficult or unpleasant are found in Colossians 3:8-14 and

Romans 12:9-21, and I urge you to become familiar with these

portions of God’s word. 

2. The point of these three scriptures is simply this: When dealing with

difficult, unkind, unfriendly, uncooperative, obnoxious people, our

first and foremost responsibility – as Christians – is to remain within

the boundaries of self-giving love. Why? Here are three reasons:

a. God commands it – and we are foolish not to do what God says,

because disobeying to God and choosing sinful solutions to our

problems have their own costly consequences. 

b. The love God calls us to exhibit toward one another is not the love

of reciprocity – giving according to what we receive, but rather

the love of self-giving – doing good to others regardless of how

they treat us. 

c. There is no hope for godly love to flourish within the Church or

within the home until at least someone believes in and devotes



themselves to sincerely loving everyone else with self-giving love

from the heart. 

3. On last point about malice – it wars against the unity of those in the

church by setting up situations where people feel the need to take

sides between the one(s) who is malicious and the one(s) being

mistreated. 

E. All deceit: Deceit is the act of keeping the truth hidden in order to gain

some advantage. To be deceitful, we must alter reality enough to get

others to believe what we want them to believe, or say what we want them

to say, or do what we want them to do. And we deceive others for our

benefit, not theirs. 

1. When we lie to others in the church, we present a false reality which

turns their attention away from what really is to what isn’t, but we

want them to think really is. Since deceit turns our attention away

from what really is, it prevents us from working together in dealing

with the reality of each others spiritual condition, physical and

spiritual needs, and the role each of us should play in the building

up of the body of Christ. And though good manners and accommodat-

ing behavior can flourish in this false reality created by deceit, self-

giving, unifying love can’t. 

2. When we lie to others in the church, we are not only deceiving them,

we are also rebelling against God and hardening our heart against

God’s truth – making it that much easier for us to be self-centered

and sinful, and that much harder to even want to love everyone else

in the church with self-giving love. 

F. Hypocrisy: We become religious hypocrites when we put on a false front

in order to make others think we believe what they believe or that we

live a more godly life than we really do. 

1. Now you may be thinking that hypocrites lead a double life, and on

the surface, they do. But underneath the surface, they are just one

person pretending to be someone other than they really are, in certain

situations, to gain some advantage in those situations. 

2. The classic hypocrites in Jesus’ day were the scribes and Pharisees.

Jesus said they honored God with their lips, but their heart was far

from Him (Matthew 15:8). 

a. And as we know from the Gospels, they put on a show of

righteousness in public settings in order to gain the respect and

praise of the people. Yet in their more private lives and private



business dealings, they were as selfish, greedy, unkind, unjust,

unmerciful, and unfaithful to God, as any other ungodly person. 

b. This is why Jesus called them whitewashed tombs who were

beautiful on the outside but full of evil on the inside (Matthew

23:27).  And that is the way it is with all religious hypocrites.

They are not out to please God or live a godly life, they are living

for themselves – which includes putting on a semblance of

religiosity to gain whatever benefits they seek from those who

are religious. 

3. Hypocrisy is both spiritually destructive to the hypocrite and harmful

to the spiritual health of the church, because it is the hypocrite’s

hidden life that has the greatest influence within the church.  The

reason for this is, a hypocrite will not rise higher in character or

values or thinking than what is in his heart. 

a. And because hypocrites have a degrading effect on the spiritual

health of the church, their presence and influence in the church

diminishes the overall quality of love the brothers and sisters

in Christ have for one another. 

b. Yet the destructive effect of hypocrisy goes beyond the four walls

of the church. Hypocrisy also hurts the testimony of the church

in the world, and prevents the church from presenting as true

picture of Jesus Christ and His gospel to the world. 

G. Envy: Among Christians, to envy is to feel discontented with what we

have and unhappy or resentful toward someone who has what we want

– such as a particular possession or position or spiritual gift or the

attention of the pastor or the praises of others in the church. 

1. The sin of envy begins with ingratitude toward God for what He has

given us, and displeasure over what He hasn’t given us. 

2. We further feed envy by entertaining the prideful idea that we are

worthy or deserving of having what others have. Then we feed the

power of envy by repeatedly comparing our situation to those who

have what we want. 

3. And as if the prideful thinking and self-pitying feelings of envy are

not ungodly enough, envy often leads to talking against and running

down the reputation of those we envy. We call this kind of communica-

tion, slander.

4. And though you may already know this, let me remind you that envy

and slander – like malice, deceit, and hypocrisy – are toxic enemies



of self-giving love, and are a prime cause of disunity and division

within the Church. 

H. And all slander: The “ALL” here refers to every form or variation  of

slander. In other words, there is no form of slander that fits within the

boundaries of love. All slander is destructive to the shared love and the

unity of the Body of Christ. 

1. We slander when we pass along information about someone that is

true, yet does not need to be passed on, and in passing it on, we

tarnish or even severely damage the person’s reputation.

2. We slander when we exaggerate a person’s wrong-doing or pass along

an unsubstantiated rumor or utter a false report – with the intention

of making the person look bad in the eyes of others, or to make them

look worse than their behavior deserves. 

3. Those who knowingly participate in slander starve self-giving love

while feeding personal pride, hurting others reputation, promoting

the taking of sides, and creating division. 

III. Conclusion

A. Next week we will examine the second half of the put off and put on

principle as taught here in I Peter 2:1-3. And so we do not end today

with only the put off side of the principle, I am going to read I Peter 2:2-3

. . . Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by

it you may grow in respect to salvation. [3] If you have tasted the kindness

of the Lord. 

B. I want to encourage each of us to give thoughtful consideration to this

list of characteristics which damage and even war against self-giving love

and unity within the church. It may be easiest to see in others some of

the damaging activities brought to our attention today. That is okay if

you move on from there to looking carefully at yourself. The more we put

the things on this list out of our own lives and out of the church, the

healthier our church will be – to the glory of God, the testimony of God

in the community, and for our own benefit as God’s people in this place. 


