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Summing Up Humble Submission - Part 1 April 14, 2013

I. Be Holy In All Your Behavior With A Holiness Like God’s Holiness

A. I Peter 3:8-12 . . . To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,

brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; [9] not returning evil for

evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called

for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. [10] For, "The one

who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from

evil and his lips from speaking deceit. [11] He must turn away from evil

and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. [12] For the eyes of the

Lord are toward the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but

the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

B. Pray

II. Summing up the exhortation to submit, for the Lord’s sake, to every human

institution. 

A. This summary is a summation of I Peter 2:13-3:7, and this section of

I Peter begins with these words: “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake

to every human institution” (I Peter 2:13). Therefore, before digging into

Peter’s summary of this section, I want to remind you of two truths made

clear in the beginning words of this section.

1. The first truth is that we Christians are to be known by all who know

us, and especially by those in authority over us, as being humbly

submissive and respectful in all our relationships and dealings. 

2. The second truth is that we are to be this way for God’s sake. In other

words, humbly submitting and showing respect are not to be based

on low level reasons such as how we are being treated, but rather

on the highest, most compelling reason possible – God, himself.

3. Now when I say God is to be our most compelling reason to be humbly

submissive and respectful in all our relationships, it takes into account

His position in relation to us, who He is to us, the value we place on

Him, and our desire to please Him. 

4. One final introductory truth here has to do with the relationship

between adults and children. Adults ought always to treat children

with humble respect, but never as superiors or equals. In other words,

God’s design is that children are to submit to adults, not adults to

children. We get into trouble when we submit to children, and when

we treat adults as if they were children. Avoid both. 



B. I Peter 3:8-9a . . . To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic,

brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; [9] not returning evil for

evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead. 

1. The first thing I want to point out about these two verses is that they

list five character qualities that Christians are to have, practice, and

therefore exhibit in all their relationships. So, take careful note of

these five qualities vital to Christian living, and use them to show

the world that you place the same value on relationships that God

places on them. 

2. The second thing I want to point out is that this summary is to be

applied to ALL of us – which includes those who are under authority

and those who are in authority. 

a. So regardless of your position in the home, the work place,

government, or the church, God’s way is for you to live up to this

principle of humble submission and respect in all your relation-

ships. 

b. Now you may be thinking that God is asking a lot by using the

word ALL. However, how we live and relate to those around us

is not only important for overcoming evil with good, it also

distinguishes us as Christians or leaves us looking enough like

the world that they cannot see a distinct difference between

themselves and us. 

c. As Jesus said: “By this all men will know that you are My

disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 

d. Therefore, the little word ALL means no Christian is exempt from

living a life that daily manifests humble submission and respect

in every relationship, regardless of how we are being treated. 

3. All be harmonious – to be harmonious is to be of the same mind. 

a. To be of the same mind is to see things, and think about things,

and value things, and hold similar enough beliefs that you then

live together in harmony and unity. 

b. Paul gives us two additional statements about this. The first one

is for Christians dealing with Christians. The second one is for

Christians dealing with both believers and unbelievers. 

(1) Philippians 2:2 . . . make my [Paul’s] joy complete by being

of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit,

intent on one purpose. 

(2) Romans 12:17b-18 . . . Respect what is right in the sight of

all men. [18] If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at

peace with all men. 



c. Now I want to make it clear that whether it is in civic affairs,

the workplace, the home, or the church, being harmonious and

living together in harmony is not something that naturally

happens – as every married couple and parent can affirm. This

is something that younger people have to want enough to

purposefully pursue it, while older people have to want it enough

to continue working at it. 

4. All be sympathetic – to be sympathetic is to empathize with others,

which means to both feel and express pity and sorrow when others

are hurting, or joy and happiness when others are blessed. And though

sympathy can be expressed through cards and letters, it is best shown

up close and personal, for then the one you are sympathizing with

can sense your emotion, hear your tone of voice, see your body

language, and feel your hug of comfort or congratulatory pat on the

back.

a. Paul speaks of sympathy in this way in Romans 12:15 . . . Rejoice

with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 

b. And for those men who seem to have a harder time than their

wives showing sympathy, I want to encourage you to turn to two

sources for help. First, turn to God in prayer, asking Him to teach

you how to be appropriately sympathetic. And second, watch your

wife to learn when and how to show sympathy.

5. All be brotherly – to be brotherly means to love others like family

members, and in this case, specifically other Christians. 

a. Peter has already encouraged this in I Peter 1:22 . . . Since you

have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere

love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart. 

b. Paul puts it this way in Romans 12:10 . . . Be devoted to one

another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor. 

c. And Jesus said, in John 13:34 . . . A new commandment I give

to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that

you also love one another. 

d. For some Christians, loving their brothers and sisters in Christ

is a command to be obeyed. For others, it is a privilege, because

the church has become the replacement for their family of origin

or their current home life, providing love, acceptance, and a safe

haven in life’s storms. A more extreme example of this would be

Muslim converts. They are often driven from their home,

threatened with imprisonment or even death, and so the church

family becomes their family. Therefore, loving their brothers and



sisters in Christ is not so much a command to be obeyed, but a

privilege to be enjoyed. 

e. The same may be true of some of us. Our family of origin may

not be so supportive or loving or caring. But the church ought

to be, and when it is, it becomes your loving, caring family!

6. All be kindhearted – kindheartedness is shown by being thoughtful,

considerate, compassionate, gentle, generous, and helpful – with an

emphasis on helpful. Paul says it this way in Ephesians 4:32 . . .

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as

God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

7. Now if we stop here for a moment and summarize Peter’s summary,

we see that it applies to every Christian, regardless of our gender

or position. We see that it applies to all of our relationships, regardless

of how we are being treated. And we understand that we are to do

this, not only by the empowering help of God, but to please God and

for the sake His reputation among unbelievers. 

a. And so I ask you, will you live this way for God’s sake? I know

there are many demands and pressures and fears – and therefore

many reasons not to. But will you, if you are not already? Imagine

the depth of love and harmony that would exist in the Body of

Christ if this was the over-riding way Christians dealt with each

other. 

b. With this in mind, let’s move to the last of the character qualities

stated in this summary of how we are to behave in all our

relationships – be they in the home, the church, or the world. 

8. All be humble in spirit – to be humble in spirit is to think and act

as one who is humble. 

a. There are several definitions that Christian’s use to describe godly

humility. And most of them seem good. However, though words

may define humility, it is your heart, your mind, your attitudes,

the way you speak, and the way you behave toward God and

others that gives practical reality to humility in your every day

life. Of course, the alternative to humility is pride. 

b. Therefore, to give you a clear picture of the wisdom and godliness

of humility in contrast to the foolishness and evil of pride, consider

the following three truths. 

(1) First, pride drove Lucifer to rebel against God by exalting

himself above God. Lucifer then used pride to tempt Eve. And

James 4:1-10 tells us pride is a primary driver to the conflicts

we have with one another. 



(2) Second, Jesus described Himself as gentle and humble of

heart. In other words, Jesus was gentle and humble, through

and through. There was and is absolutely no pride in Him,

and He invites us to learn this way of life from Him (Mat-

thew 11:29). 

(3) Finally, God is opposed to the proud, but He gives grace to

the humble (I Peter 5:5, James 4:6). 

c. The scripture makes it clear that pride is our enemy, while

humility is our friend. Pride will destroy us by turning us against

God and the people in our life. On the other hand, humility brings

life by gaining God’s favor, His blessings and added grace.

Humility turns us toward God, it puts us on our face before God,

and it brings us to the place where we are honestly see ourselves

as we more nearly are in the sight of God. In addition, humility

motivates us to serve, care for, and even love those around us. 

d. It is my observation that humility is a forgotten quality and a

neglected virtue in today’s Church life. 

(1) Now I know that pride is preached against, and when it is

grossly obvious, it is even opposed by the church. 

(2) Yet humility, though taught and talked about, has had its

wings clipped and its influence weakened by other popular

teachings and accepted behaviors within the church that

promote a christianized form of pride. 

(3) For example, consider your own life. Have you spent several

years searching the scriptures, pondering, praying about, and

examining your own life to discover the pride within you so

you can put it out and replace it with humility? 

e. So what is my point? For the most part, humility isn’t the precious

character quality to us modern Christians that it ought to be. But

it can be! Therefore, if you want to see the pride in your heart

and life that God sees, begin asking God to show it to you. 

(1) And if you are going to ask God to show it to you, I recom-

mend doing so daily for at least a year, if not more. A one time

prayer will not expose the depths of the pride within you.

Why? Because pride takes many forms and exhibits itself at

various times, so to see it for what it is will require God’s

sought for help over a couple of years, at least. 

(2) Now if you are going to pray this kind of prayer, do so only

because you want to die to pride and replace your pride with

humility. Which brings another suggestion about prayer. I



recommend asking God to teach you to think and live as one

who is gentle and humble of heart – like Jesus. And again,

this is not a one time prayer or a short term project. This is

the kind of prayer you will need to persist in until you truly

believe you have arrived. 

f. Let me give you an example from my own life of how deceptive

pride is and how mixed some of our motives can be. 

(1) When I began praying about dying to pride and being humble,

I was counting on God fulfilling James 4:10, which says that

if I would humble myself before God, He would exalt me. 

(2) Now this scripture was important to me because what I

wanted was not humility for the sake of being humble. I

wanted humility for the sake of being exalted. In other words,

I was trying to use humility to push God into the position of

satisfying my pride by exalting me. 

(3) It took awhile before I saw the great evil I was committing

in feigning the pursuit of humility while clinging to pride,

and beyond that, in trying to use God for my own purposes.

(4) And so again, I want to urge you to pursue humility, but not

momentarily, but over the long haul, because that is what

it will take to defeat pride. 

9. No one returning evil for evil or insult for insult – but giving

a blessing instead – 

a. The first and maybe most obvious truth that hits you with these

words is the sharp contrast between the natural or common way

of dealing with people, especially those who are mistreating you,

and God’s way. 

(1) I suspect we all have experienced the temptation to hurt back

when we are being hurt by someone. And most, if not all of

us, know the ease with which we return evil for evil when

we are upset at the behavior of others. 

(2) This is easy to see in children because they are more obvious

and crass about it, yet we adults are just as guilty even

though we tend to be more refined in how we go about it. 

b. Once again, Paul and Peter say much the same thing. Here are

Paul’s words from Romans 12: “[14] Bless those who persecute

you; bless and do not curse.[17a] Never pay back evil for evil to

anyone.[19] Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room

for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will

repay,’ says the Lord. 



c. For three years, Peter heard similar words directly from Jesus,

not once, but several times. Here are Jesus’ recorded words: 

(1) Matthew 5:44-45 . . . But I say to you, love your enemies and

pray for those who persecute you, [45] so that you may be sons

of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise

on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and

the unrighteous. 

(2) Luke 6:27-29 . . . But I say to you who hear, love your

enemies, do good to those who hate you, [28] bless those who

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. [29] Whoever hits

you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes

away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. 

(3) Luke 6:35-36 . . . But love your enemies, and do good, and

lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be

great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself

is kind to ungrateful and evil men. [36] Be merciful, just as

your Father is merciful. 

d. Like humility, this kind of thinking, speaking, and behaving is

not natural to us. We have to work at it. In fact, I believe God

places the exhortation to humility ahead of this exhortation

because without a good dose of humility – which requires a great

deal of trust in God’s protection – you will find it exceeding hard

to love your enemy and rather foolish to walk in Christ’s footsteps

when it comes to overcoming evil with good. 

(1) And yet, this is what Peter is telling us we are to do. Why?

Because it is the normal Christian way. 

(2) It is the way to please God, our loving Father.  And it is the

way to join God in fulfilling Romans 2:4 . . .Or do you think

lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and

patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to

repentance? 

III. Conclusion

A. This is not a teaching you can hear once and apply as it is intended to

be applied. These words from Peter need to be pondered, prayed over,

used to examine our heart, thinking, and behavior, and held up as a goal

to pursue until we have reached that goal.

B. And so, though it is our intent to move on next Sunday, I encourage you

to return to this portion of I Peter, again and again, until it has God’s

intended influence over your heart, mind, words, and behavior. 


