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I. Be Holy In All Your Behavior With A Holiness Like God’s Holiness
A. Two Sundays ago, we talked about the cost of living a godly life, the profit

gained from living a godly life, and the security promised for living a godly
life. And the context of these three truths starts with I Peter 2:13, where
Peter begins exhorting us to be humbly submissive and respectful in the
face of ill-treatment – especially ill-treatment from someone who is in
authority over you, or who ought to love you – such as your spouse. 

B. I Peter 3:17-18 . . . For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer
for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. [18] For Christ
also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit. 

C. Pray

II. Some General Truths To Consider In Verses 17-18
A.  I Peter 3:17 . . . For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer

for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.
1. Peter is making two important points here. 

a. First Point, it is better to suffer for doing what is right than for
doing what is wrong – whether the suffering takes place in this
life or in eternity. 
(1) I believe we can easily agree that it is always better to do

what is right than what is wrong. Peter is simply adding the
fact of suffering to this truth, and so he tells us it is better
to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong. 

(2) And though Paul is not specifically addressing the idea of
suffering when doing right or doing wrong, his words in
Galatians 6:7-8 reinforce why it is better to suffer for doing
what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. “Do not
be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
this he will also reap. [8] For the one who sows to his own
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”

b. Second Point, when it is the will of God that you suffer, it is
better that it is His will for you to suffer for doing what it right
than have it be His will that you suffer for doing what is wrong.



Why? Because suffering according to God’s will for doing right
always has a redemptive or saving effect to it, whereas suffering
according to God’s will for doing wrong always has a punitive
effect to it. 

2. To further explain these two truths, I want to give you some examples
from God’s word, and as you hear them, think how they would apply
in your life today, or in the lives of those around you. 

3. Two examples of suffering – one as a natural outcome of doing right
and one as a natural outcome of doing wrong. 
a. It is probable that Daniel’s lions den experience was simply the

natural outcome of his praying to Jehovah during a period of time
when he was to only pray to the king. And though Daniel broke
the king’s law, he was doing what was right in God’s sight by
keeping God’s law about worshiping and serving no other gods.
Therefore, Daniel suffered for doing what was right because of
the jealousy of others. 

b. On the other hand, Samson’s loss of power, loss of sight, and being
forced to work like an animal in turning the mill stone was the
natural outcome of disobeying God. 

c. So what makes Daniel’s suffering better than Samson’s? 
(1) Daniel’s suffering was the result of being obedient to God in

hostile circumstances, while Samson suffered for involving
himself in activities that ultimately led him to disobey God. 

(2) Daniel’s suffering strengthened his godly character, and he
went on to bring honor to God’s name for many more years
in Babylon. Samson’s suffering resulted from his lack of godly
character, and though he killed more Philistines in his death
than in his life, his service to God ended with his haircut, and
his death had more to do with revenge than accomplishing
God’s will as God’s judge in Israel. 

(3) And finally, though they both suffered, Daniel’s suffering
increased the fear of God and the honor of God in Babylon,
while Samuel’s suffering brought dishonor to God and a
further rejection of God among the Philistines. 

4. Two examples of God’s specific will concerning suffering for doing
what is right and doing what is wrong. 
a. On the human level, Jesus suffered terribly at the hands of the

Jewish religious leaders, Herod, and Pilot. We also know that
of all the humans who have ever lived, Jesus was and remains
the only sinless one among us, which means He suffered as an



innocent victim. Yet we also know, from scripture, that Jesus’
suffering was the direct result of God’s will, for God had willed
from the beginnings of creation that Jesus would suffer and die
to save us from our sin and reconcile us to God. 

b. On the other hand, we know that it was God’s will to make King
Nebuchadnezzar suffer seven years of insanity – living out in the
wild like an animal – for his pride. In other words, his suffering
was God’s direct and specific judgment for his sin of pride. 

c. So why is it better, if God should will it so, to suffer for doing right
rather than doing wrong? 
(1) When it is God’s will for you to suffer for doing what is right,

than your suffering is part of God’s plan to bring spiritual
enlightenment, the revelation of His holiness and worth,
salvation, and transformation into our world – either in a
general way, or into some specific situations. In other words,
suffering according to God’s will for righteousness sake means
you are joining God in doing some of God’s great work of
salvation, reconciliation, and transformation.

(2) On the other hand, suffering according to God’s will for doing
wrong is punitive, and though such punishment may not be
permanent in this life – which leaves the door open for
repentance and change – if we suffer according to God’s will
in the next, it will be permanent. 

5. To sum up, suffering for any reason is challenging, for who among
us wants to suffer. Yet suffering will come, sometimes for doing what
we know is right, and always for doing what we know is wrong.
Therefore, whether our suffering is simply the circumstances playing
themselves out, or it is God’s specific will for us in a specific situation,
may we love God enough to willingly suffer for doing what we know
is right, while running from doing what we know is wrong. In this
way, our suffering will be for God’s glory and for His profit in a sinful
world that needs to come to their senses regarding God.  

B. I Peter 3:18a . . . For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for
the unjust, so that He might bring us to God. 
1. This is Peter’s proof text of the truth we have just looked at in verse

17. And once again, Peter refers to Jesus as our premier example.
In this case, Jesus is our example of suffering according to God’s will
for doing right. And just as Peter did the last time he used Jesus as
an example, so again in this example he includes the reason why it



was God’s will for Jesus, the innocent one, to suffer mistreatment
at the hands of sinners. 

2. Therefore, the first thing Peter wants us to see is that God had
earthly and heavenly, present and eternal purposes in mind when
He willed Christ’s suffering. And God’s purpose in having Christ suffer
was to deal decisively with sin by breaking its power over us, paying
the penalty for us, providing the means to reconcile us to God, making
a way to transform and sanctify us, and bringing us back into good
standing with God. 
a. Paul speaks of this same truth in Colossians 1:21-23 . . . And

although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind,
engaged in evil deeds, [22] yet [Jesus] has now reconciled you in
His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before
[God] holy and blameless and beyond reproach— [23] if indeed
you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and
not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which
I, Paul, was made a minister. 

b. The point here, which I have already stated, is that when it is
God’s will that we suffer  for doing good, God’s intention is to use
our suffering to further His redemptive, reconciliation, and
transformation purposes which He began in the sufferings of
Christ. (It is in this way that we share in the sufferings of Christ.)

3. The second thing Peter wants us to see here is that Jesus was the
just or the sinless suffering for the unjust or the sinner. Now from
almost any perspective, this seems totally unfair – and it is. 
a. But we do not live in a just world, we live in a sin influenced,

worldly minded, flesh pleasing world, with the devil as its leader.
b. The reality is, our struggle is not against earthly injustice, but

against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces
of the darkness in our world, and against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12). 

c. Therefore, living as a child of God in this world is not about
fighting for or ensuring fair treatment for ourselves. It is about
doing God’s will and serving Christ as He completes the work
God has given Him to do. However, this is precisely where the
Christian life gets complicated, because God’s methods are so
different from what the world and our old nature teach us to do.
(1) You see, God’s way is to overcome evil with good. His way

is to bring sinners to repentance with kindness. His abundant



grace and long-suffering always precede the pouring out of
His wrath against sin and the sinner.  

(2) In stark contrast to that, our flesh and the world believe in
using power, insults, threats, and punishment – or in other
words, fighting fire with fire – to right the wrongs and get
people to do what is right. 

d. So why are God’s ways so different from the ways we humans
are naturally inclined to use? Consider this reasoning: 
(1) God’s battle is against the devil and all the evil the devil is

working in our world. Yet at the same time, it is God’s
intention to save and reconcile to Himself everyone who, of
their own freewill, repents and lives the rest of their life
loving and serving God. 

(2) And though the devil is a demon and his evil reprehensible,
and though God is sovereign and His power undefeatable,
God has chosen to deal with us in the arena of choice – that
is, He wants us to choose the supremacy of God over the
supremacy of self. He wants us to choose willing submission
to Him over self-rule. He wants us to choose love over
selfishness, righteousness over sin, the Spirit over the flesh,
and serving God over serving the devil. 

(3) Therefore, God’s purpose at this time is to overcome evil
without denying or destroying choice – which is why He
invites us to join Him in overcoming evil with good. However,
in a sinful world, overcoming evil with good often requires
those who are innocent to suffer unjustly at the hands of
sinners. And yet, though this method is difficult and painful
for God’s people, it gives sinners added opportunities to come
to their senses and experience redemption, reconciliation to
God, and transformation of life. 

e. One final thought on this truth, when we willingly join Christ
in suffering in this way, we are showing the same kind of grace
and compassion toward those who are unjustly mistreating us
as God has shown to us for willfully sinning against Him. 

4. The third truth I want to point out from this verse is a truth I
pointed out last Sunday. I am saying it again because it bears
repeating. 
a. As we know, Christ suffered and died in the flesh – which was

undeniably unjust and cruelly painful. And yet, though His body
was killed, His life did not end. Though His enemies took from



Him what they thought to be immensely valuable, nothing of true
or lasting value was lost. Why?

b. Because no human being, no matter how powerful or how cruel,
can take away or prevent you from obtaining what God wants
you to have. 

c. Returning to the example of Christ, we see that God raised Him
from the dead, highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11). Now
suffering and death can no longer touch Jesus. 

d. In the same way, we may suffer for righteousness sake in this
life. We may even die a martyrs death. Yet we cannot lose our
life – even though we die in the flesh, nor can we lose anything
else that is truly valuable. God will raise us from the dead to live
with Him, in eternity, for ever. He will bestow on us all the
treasures He has bestowed on Jesus Christ. And as with Christ,
suffering and death will no longer be able to touch us. 

5. Finally, there is a reality that many neglect, and that reality is the
fact that we will suffer and die regardless of how we live. You see,
everyone – the good and the bad, the righteous and the unrighteous,
the godly and the sinner will suffer and die. 
a. Therefore, the question is not whether you will suffer and die,

but whether you will suffer and die once – never to die or suffer
again, or if you will die twice and suffer for eternity?  

b. If you suffer and die for righteousness sake, you will gain endless
life with God – free of all suffering and death, and filled with
immeasurable blessings from God – for as Jesus said, “Blessed
are those who have been persecuted for righteousness sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:8). 

c. But if you live an ungodly life in order to enjoy the best of what
this world has to offer, you will suffer and live in death for
eternity – for Jesus also said, “Whoever wishes to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one
who will save it” (Luke 9:24). 

III. Conclusion
A.


