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I. Be holy in all your behavior just as God is holy
A. II Peter 2:1-22 . . .[20] For if, after they have escaped the defilements

of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has
become worse for them than the first. [21] For it would be better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known
it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them. [22] It
has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A dog returns to
its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the
mire." 

B. Last Sunday we looked at the identifying marks of false teachers and
their teachings. Today, we will look at the damage done to the church
and the individual Christian by false teachers, God’s judgment and
punishment of false teachers, and God’s protection of His people against
false teachers. 

C. Pray

II. The damage done to the church and individual Christians from false
teachers and their false teachings.
A. Peter gives us a lot of material concerning the damage done by false

teachers. I suspect one of the reasons is to convince us of the need to
remain exceedingly vigilant against the infiltration of any false teaching
into the church. 

B. False teachers secretly introduce destructive heresies, and even deny
the Master (2:1, 14).
1. Because false teachers hide the true intent of their false teachings,

the damage being done at first is barely detectable – which means
it often gains followers before the teaching is exposed as false.

2. Because false teachers, by word and deed, promote a message and
lifestyle that appeals to our flesh, yet sounds spiritual, those who
are led astray rarely notice that they are beginning to live a life
that denies their Lord and Master, Jesus Christ – which makes it
hard to convince them that they are abandoning God’s truth for a
false teacher’s lies. 

3. The point here is that the damage done is often subtle, at least at
first, and those ensnared what to believe the false teaching is



actually the true gospel because it has such a strong appeal to their
old nature and fleshly desires. 

C. Many will follow the false teacher’s sensuality, and because of them the
way of the truth will be maligned . . . For speaking out arrogant words
of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality (2:2, 18). 
1. In these two verses, Peter presents two sides to the damage done to

the church and to individual Christians:
2. First, false teachers, who once were slaves of sin and then freed

from that destructive slavery when they were born again, have
returned to being slaves of certain sins and are doing great harm by
luring liberated Christians back into slavery to sins of the flesh. 
a. And this is a major threat to the spiritual health of the church,

for as Peter says, MANY born again Christians will follow false
teachers and false teachings back down the path of greed,
sensuality, and other ungodly desires. 

b. Peter’s use of the word MANY ought to be taken as a serious
warning of our need to be on guard against any teacher or
teaching which leads us back, in any way, into what God saved
us from. 

3. Second, the false teachers and those who follow them down this
path to re-enslavement to sin do damage by – 
a. bringing dishonor on God and reproach on the Christian faith,

which in turn, severally weakens our efforts at evangelism. 
b. And they do harm by lowering the God’s standard of holiness,

which in turn decreases the spiritual health of the church. 
D. False teachers count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime (2:13). 

1. Since false teachers bring with them a greedy, sensual, selfish
lifestyle, and since they gain a following by promoting at least parts
of such a fleshly lifestyle, it isn’t long before teacher and follower
are openly living in sin while claiming their behavior is within the
boundaries of good Christianity. 

2. The damage this does to the spiritual health of the church can be
seen in two modern day examples:
a. First, many U.S. Christians carelessly practice the sin of greed

by participating in our culturally supported consumption
oriented lifestyle – and false teachers increase this practice. 

b. Second, some local churches and denominations support the
unrepentant practice of homosexuality, even to the point of
hiring clergy who are practicing homosexuals. 



3. Whenever sin is condoned in the name of Christian love or when
evil is declared righteous, great harm is done to the integrity of the
gospel and the spiritual health of the church. 

E. False teachers are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as
they carouse with you (2:13). 
1. Normally, stains and blemishes are to be avoided or removed, not

well received and looked up to as a model for Christian living. 
2. When the church treats stains and blemishes as something good, it

diminishes the truth, lowers the standard of the message, weakens
the urgency to be transformed into the likeness of Christ, and
makes it easy for the followers of false teachers to consider
themselves in good standing with God when in fact, they are living
contrary to the will and word of God. 

F. False teachers entice unstable souls (2:14). 
1. The point here is that false teachers are rarely a threat to healthy,

growing, and maturing Christians. It is the unstable Christians who
are at the greatest risk of being led astray. Think of this in relation
to Jesus’ parable of the four soils (Matthew 13:23).

2. And who are the unstable Christians? They are those within the
church who are generally self-centered, distrustful of others, up and
down emotionally, insecure, needing the approval of others to feel
good about themselves, easily fearful, frequently anxious, often
assuming the worst, quickly angered, holding on to bitterness,
lacking in self-control, careless thinkers, and argumentative, just to
name a few of the identifying marks of unstable Christians.

3. Because it is the weak, immature Christians who are easiest to lead
astray, the damage done to them and the church is two fold – 
a. First, false teachers often keep their followers in this weakened

condition because it is their weaknesses that make them so
susceptible to the false teaching. 

b. Second, false teachers are committed to gaining a large and
loyal following, which cannot happen if they help fleshly
Christians grow to Christ-likeness and immature Christians
grow up to Christian maturity. 

G. False teachers are springs without water and mists driven by a storm
(2:17). 
1. Many false teachers are good speakers, able to give interesting and

entertaining presentations. However, their teaching lacks spiritual
substance, the life transforming truth of the living word, and the
convicting work of the Holy Spirit. The best false teachers can do is



present an empty, hollow form of Christianity and gather followers
who are just as empty and hollow spiritually. 

2. This damages the church by dumbing down Christianity, replacing
Bible truth with the false teacher’s lies, and lowering the church’s
standard of holiness. 

H. False teachers promise freedom while they themselves are slaves of
corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved (2:19). 
1. The false teachers teach and claim to have gained a spiritual

freedom that somehow makes them more spiritual than the rest of
the Christian community. However, they use their freedom to
justify their false teachings and unholy life-style. And they teach
this form of freedom to their followers, thus leading them back to
the thinking and behaviors they were saved from. 

2. The point here is that they hijack Christian freedom and use it to
justify living according to their ungodly desires – which means they
are re-enslaving themselves to their passions and evil desires. And
those who follow them also return to being slaves of sin after having
been set free from such slavery. 

I. To summarize, false teachers do significant damage to the church of
Jesus Christ. They lead Christians away from God’s truth and back into
the enslaving passions, desires, and sins of the flesh. They teach evil as
good, and turn Christian freedom into a justification for sinful ways.
They preach great sermons that lack any meaningful content. They
dishonor God, bring reproach on the church, make evangelism more
difficult, and weaken the over all spiritual health of the church. Or as
Charles Finney said: “False religious teachers are worse than
murderers, for they murder the souls for whom Christ died.” This is the
damage they do to the church. 

III. The punishment of false teachers
A. Peter uses some very strong words in speaking about God’s punishment

of false teachers. Beginning at verse 1, Peter says that false teachers 
bring swift destruction upon themselves.  And in verse 3, he says their
judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 
1. There are two truths here that are important for us to understand.

First, false teachers bring God’s judgement and the resulting
destruction upon themselves. In other words, they are their own
enemy in regard to God’s coming judgment.

2. Second, verses 1 and 3 seem to contradict each other. Verse 1
proclaims SWIFT destruction and verse 3 presents a picture of



destruction that will eventually arrive. So how are we to make
sense of this seeming contradiction? 

3. We know from the Old Testament, the New Testament, and the
experience of Christians down through history, including ourselves,
that God is patient in His dealings with sinners. And it is this
patience that is described in verse 3. 

4. However, when God does bring judgment, it is swift and final, such
as with Adam and Eve being put out of the Garden, the flood,
Sodom and Gomorrah, the earth opening and swallowing Korah and
all the men who sided with him against Moses, and Ananias and
Sepphira – just to name a few examples. 

5. Therefore, though God is patient with false teachers because He
wants all to come to repentance, when God’s chosen time comes to
judge them, their destruction will be fast and complete. 

B. (2:4-10) For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them
into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for
judgment; [5] and did not spare the ancient world . . . when He brought
a flood upon the world of the ungodly; [6] and if He condemned the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes,
[9] then the Lord knows how to keep the unrighteous under punishment
for the day of judgment, [10] and especially those who indulge the flesh
in its corrupt desires and despise authority. 
1. There are two truths in this section that we are wise to examine.

First, though false teachers are most often slick speakers, they will
not be able to talk their way out of God’s coming judgment. He will
judge them according to their deeds, not their excuses.  

2. Second, their corrupt desires of the flesh and their arrogance in the
face of authority (rather than humility) are especially heinous in
God’s sight and He will judge them accordingly.

C. (2:12-13, 17) But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of
instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no
knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,
[13] suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. (2:17) . . . for whom
the black darkness has been reserved. 
1. Simply put, in the final judgment, false teachers will be condemned

and destroyed just like we would kill a wild beast that came into
our yard and killed one of our children.  Truly, these false teachers
will suffer the due consequences of their evil deeds. 



2. In fact, as Peter says in verse 17, eternal damnation has been
reserved for them. 

IV. God’s protection of the righteous from false teachers / teachings
A. Though false teachers and false teachings are a real threat to the

church and to individual Christians, Peter encourages us by reminding
us that God protects all who trust and obey Him. We read this in three
verses here in II Peter 2. 
1. (2:5) If God did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a

preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a
flood upon the world of the ungodly . . . 

2. (2:7) If God rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct
of unprincipled men . . . 

3. (2:9) Then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation.
B. There are several important truths here that ought to encourage us in

relation to God’s protection of the church at large and His protection of
individual Christians from the influence of false teachers and their false
teachings. 
1. First, we can count on God to use supernatural means to get our

attention and give us directions as to what we must do to remain
safe from false teachers and the destruction that will come upon
those who follow their teachings. 
a. For example, God came to Noah and gave him explicit

directions of how to stay safe from the coming judgment. Of
course, God spoke to Noah because he was a righteous man, and
God expected Noah to continue living righteously and build the
Ark for many years before God’s judgment came. 

b. In Peter’s next example, God sent two angels to speak to Lot
about the coming judgment and lead Lot’s family out of harms
way. And here again, though God used supernatural means to
warn Lot of the coming judgment and get Lot, his wife, and his
two daughters out of the city (the angels took them by the hand
because they were hesitating), God did not use supernatural
means to prevent Lot or Lot’s wife or daughters from looking
back in longing for what they were leaving behind. Keeping a
forward look in obedience to God was up to them. 

c. The point here is that God willingly and commonly uses
supernatural means to speak to us, convict us, teach us, lead us,
enable us, and empower us so He can save us from such evils as
false teachings. 



2. Second, if God was wise enough to rescue Noah and Lot, He is wise
enough to rescue us from the false teachers. If God had a perfect
plan for Noah and Lot, then He has a perfect plan for preserving us
from the influence of false teaching. If God’s methods were
supernatural with Noah and Lot, then His methods of rescuing us
will be supernatural, too. 
a. Jesus told Peter that the gates of Hades will not overpower the

church of Jesus Christ – so as to defeat it (Matthew 16:18). 
b. Paul wrote that God is faithful, and He will not allow us to be

tempted beyond what we are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, so that we will be able to endure
it rather than fall under it (I Corinthians 10:13). 

3. Putting together what Peter is telling us about God’s protection, we
see that God has been, is, and will be active in protecting those
among His people who are hungering and thirsting after
righteousness from the threats brought into the church by false
teachers. Therefore, if we are pursuing holiness in all our behavior
so as to be holy like God is holy, we can rest in the assurance that
God is protecting us from false teachers and their teaching. 

V. Conclusion
A. To summarize today’s teaching, we have looked at the damage false

teachers do to the church and individual Christians, God’s judgment of
false teachers, and God’s protection from the influence of false teachers. 

B. However, as members of the Body of Christ, we have a duty to remain
faithful to God ourselves and to do our part in protecting the integrity
of the message and health of the church. 

C. Therefore, I urge all of us to intentionally, humbly, and zealously join
God’s great work of building His church and preserving it’s message and
life from anything that would lead us away from the truth and back to
our old way of thinking, speaking, and living. 


