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I.  The Glory of God 
A. Psalm 135:5-12 . . . For I know that the LORD is great and that our Lord

is above all gods. [6] Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven
and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. [7] He causes the vapors to
ascend from the ends of the earth; He makes lightnings for the rain, He
brings forth the wind from His treasuries. [8] He smote the firstborn of
Egypt, both of man and beast. [9] He sent signs and wonders into your
midst, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh and all his servants. [10] He smote many
nations and slew mighty kings, [11] Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og,
king of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan; [12] and He gave their
land as a heritage, a heritage to Israel His people. 

B. Daniel 4:35 . . . All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
but [God] does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the
inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him,
'What have You done?' 

C. Prayer 

II. The glory of God is revealed through His sovereignty 
A. When it comes to God’s sovereignty, our tendency is to think of it as the

basis for Calvinism and Reformed Theology. However, God’s sovereignty
is involved in far more of God’s activities than many of us imagine.
1. The word sovereign is made up of two words, which in the English

language are “super” and “reign.” When these two words are united,
they mean supreme reign or supreme ruler. To be the one who
reigns or rules supremely means you are superior to all others in
power and authority – which in turn means you are independent of
and unlimited by anyone or anything. 

2. God is the sovereign ruler of all the universe. Consider: He is the
creator of the universe – all that we have has been made by Him. He
is the supreme being, and He holds all things together (sustains them).
He has unlimited power (omnipotence), infinite knowledge (omni-
science), and He is self-sufficient – which means He needs no one,
He answers to no one, and He is limited by nothing. 

3. In his speech on Mars Hill, Paul summed up God’s sovereignty this
way: “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with



hands; [25] nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed
anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath
and all things; [26] and He made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their
appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,
[27] that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him
and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; [28] for in
Him we live and move and exist . . ..” (Acts 17:24-28). 

4. In the scriptures, such names as  “God Almighty” (El Shaddai), “the
Most High” (Elyon), King of kings and Lord of lords, and  “Almighty”
by itself, identify God as the sovereign God. For example: 
a. Genesis 17:1 . . . Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old,

the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God
Almighty” (El Shaddai). 

b. Job 40:1-2 . . . Then the LORD said to Job, [2] "Will the
faultfinder contend with the Almighty (the sovereign God)? Let
him who reproves God answer it (solve the question or problem)." 

c. Revelation 19:6 . . . Then I heard something like the voice of
a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the
sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the
Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. 

d. Revelation 19:16 . . . And on His robe and on His thigh He has
a name written, "King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

5. The scriptures provide numerous examples of God’s sovereignty in
action – such as: 
a. Psalm 47:1-4 . . . O clap your hands, all peoples; shout to God

with the voice of joy. [2] For the LORD Most High is to be feared,
a great King over all the earth. [3] He subdues peoples under
us and nations under our feet. [4] He chooses our inheritance
for us, the glory of Jacob whom He loves. 

b. Psalm 91:1-13 . . . He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. [2] I will say to the
LORD, "[You are] my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom
I trust!" [3] For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the
trapper and from the deadly pestilence. [4] He will cover you with
His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge; His
faithfulness is a shield and bulwark. [5] You will not be afraid
of the terror by night, or of the arrow that flies by day; [6] of the
pestilence that stalks in darkness, or of the destruction that lays
waste at noon. [7] A thousand may fall at your side and ten



thousand at your right hand, but it shall not approach you. [8] You
will only look on with your eyes and see the recompense of
the wicked. [9] For you have made the LORD, my refuge, even
the Most High, your dwelling place. [10] No evil will befall you,
nor will any plague come near your tent. [11] For He will
give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your
ways. [12] They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not
strike your foot against a stone. [13] You will tread upon the
lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample
down. 

c. Luke 1:30-37 . . . The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary;
for you have found favor with God. [31] And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him
Jesus. [32] He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David; [33] and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
His kingdom will have no end." [34] Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I am a virgin?" [35] The angel answered and
said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the
holy Child shall be called the Son of God. [36] And behold, even
your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age;
and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. [37] For
nothing will be impossible with God." 

6. We see another example of God’s sovereignty in the scripture imagery
of the Potter and the clay. 
a. Isaiah 45:9a . . . Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker

– an earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay
say to the potter, 'What are you doing?'

b. Jeremiah 18:6 . . . “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you
as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Behold, like the clay
in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel.” 

c. Romans 9:20-21 . . . On the contrary, who are you, O man, who
answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder,
"Why did you make me like this," will it? [21] Or does not the
potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump
one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? 

d. The theme in these “potter/clay” verses is the recognition that
as the Sovereign God, He is free to act as He wills, without having
to answer to anyone. 



B. Because God is sovereign, He is the supreme and eternal authority to
whom all other beings must submit and serve – whether they want to
or not. 
1. In warning Israel of coming judgment, God said to them: “I have

sworn by Myself, the word has gone forth from My mouth in
righteousness and will not turn back, that to Me every knee will bow,
every tongue will swear allegiance” (Isaiah 45:23). 
a. And Paul, in warning the church of judgment to come said: “For

we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. [11] For it is
written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and
every tongue shall confess to God’ ” (Romans 14:10b-11). 

b. The point here is that willingly or unwillingly, from Adam to the
last person born before Christ’s return, we all must bow in
submission to God and yield to His will for us, for He alone is
sovereign over us. 

2. However, the sovereignty of God somehow makes room for the free
will of man. Somehow, God’s sovereignty over us does not conflict
with or nullify our freedom of will – for as the scriptures teach, God
rewards or punishes us according to the choices we make. Therefore,
according to the scriptures, both the sovereignty of God and the free
will of man exist in our world – not side by side as two distinct
realities, but rather in a commingled way so as to appear as a unified
whole. 
a. Now I understand this commingling of sovereignty and free will

is hard to explain. But in any effort to give an explanation, one
truth ought to remain unchanged: scripture is our final authority
– not theology and not our best efforts to reason it out. 

b. This does not mean theology and human reason are bad. Both
have the ability to lead us to truth and to God. But any theology
or human reasoning that does not take into account the whole
of scripture – so as ignore or explain away some scriptures while
focusing on others – is a crippled theology and a weak form of
reasoning, and neither should be trusted to bring us to the truth. 

c. Therefore, though we may not be able to provide a complete
explanation of how God’s sovereignty and our free will perfectly
fit together, the scriptures treat them as if they do. For example,
in the same statement, Joseph spoke of both his brother’s guilt,
as a result of their free will choices, and the sovereignty of God.
Genesis 50:20 . . . As for you, you meant evil against me, but



God meant it for good in order to bring about this present
result, to preserve many people alive. 

d. In a similar way, Peter mingled God’s sovereignty with man’s
free will when he rebuked his fellow Jews on the day of Pentecost.
Acts 2:22-23 . . . Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the
Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and
wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your
midst, just as you yourselves know—[23] this Man, delivered over
by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you
nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him
to death. 

e. In relation to salvation, the scripture mingles God’s sovereignty
with man’s free will, for we read that we are chosen of God (Mark
13:20; Colossians 3:12), and drawn to God by God (John 6:44).
And the scriptures refer to God’s people as the elect (Mark 13:27).
Yet the scriptures tell us that before the Lord will hear and save
us, we must repent and believe (Mark 1:14-15), and humble
ourselves and turn from our wicked ways (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

f. In the same way, spiritual growth unto godliness is a mingling
of God’s sovereignty and our free will. Paul says this most clearly
in Philippians 2:12-13 . . . So then, my beloved, just as you have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and
trembling; [13] for it is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for His good pleasure. 

3. The last point I want to make about the mingling of God’s sovereignty
and man’s free is that this is not a problem to be solved, but rather
a truth to be accepted and a sovereign God – who is also perfectly
good, holy, wise, loving, faithful, and just – to be trusted. 

C. I want to finish today’s teaching with several more examples from
scripture of God’s sovereignty in action – examples that are clear and
therefore undeniable. As we look at each example, bear in mind that these
examples deal with specific people or specific situations. I am telling you
this because we would be wrong to conclude that God exercises His
sovereignty in the same ways, with all people, at all times. The first
examples deals with – 
1. God’s sovereignty in rewarding the righteous: When a man's

ways are pleasing to the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be
at peace with him (Proverbs 16:7). 



a. Though this a universal truth for all God’s saints, it is not
universal for all situations? Hebrews 11 is Biblical proof that
some of God’s saints suffer severally at the hands of their enemies.

b. However, in the overall picture of God’s people, He sovereignly
reward righteousness, and as we read in Psalm 91, He
sovereignly protects His godly ones. 

2. God’s sovereignty over earthy rulers: The king's heart is like
channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He
wishes (Proverbs 21:1). 
a. God does exercise His sovereignty over national rulers, as well

as religious rulers. We do not know if this is true for other
positions of authority, so let us not assume that that is the case.

b. Regarding national rulers, one clear example is when Moses went
to Pharaoh to ask for the release of Israel from under Egypt’s
bondage. We read in Exodus 4:21 . . . The LORD said to Moses,
"When you go back to Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh
all the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will
harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 

c. Another example is when Israel had completed their 70 years
of exile at the hands of King Nebuchadnezzar, who was, during
that time, conquered by the Persian king, Cyrus – who God
sovereignly moved to send the Israelites who wanted to return,
back to Israel to rebuild the Temple (2 Chronicles 36:22-23). 

d. Regarding religious leaders, one clear example comes from John
11:47-52 . . . The Jewish religious leaders met to decide how to
do away with Jesus. During their discussion, Caiaphas, who was
high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all, nor
do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man
die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish." Now
he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest
that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the
nation, and not for the nation only, but in order that He might
also gather together into one the children of God who are
scattered abroad. 

3. God’s sovereignty in punishing moral failure: David suffered
God’s sovereignly chosen and applied punishment for despising God
by committing adultery and murder. As God said: “ I will raise up
evil against you from your own household; I will even take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie



with your wives in broad daylight. [12] Indeed you did it secretly, but
I will do this thing before all Israel” (2 Samuel 12:11-12).

4. God’s sovereignty in punishing religious or spiritual failure:
Because of Solomon’s sin of taking foreign brides and bringing idols
into Israel, God split Israel into two kingdoms – the 10 Northern
Tribes and the two Southern Tribes. The larger section God gave to
Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam, and the smaller section to Solomon’s
son, Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:12-15). 

5. God’s sovereignty over spiritual gifts in the church: Paul put
it this way: “If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
[18] But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in
the body, just as He desired” (1 Corinthians 12:17-18). 

6. God’s sovereignty over the persecution of God’s saints: Though
I am using Jesus for our example, God has done this for other of His
servants down through Christian history.  John 8:19-20 . . . So they
were saying to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You
know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know
My Father also." [20] These words He spoke in the treasury, as He
taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His hour had
not yet come. 

III. Conclusion
A. Isaiah 40:21-24 . . . Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not

been declared to you from the beginning? Have you not understood from
the foundations of the earth? It is God who sits above the circle of the
earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers. It is God who stretches
out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell
in. It is God who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the
earth meaningless. Scarcely have they been planted, scarcely have they
been sown, scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, but God merely
blows on them, and they wither, and the storm carries them away like
stubble. 

B. God is sovereign, and His sovereignty is part of what makes up His glory! 


