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I. Introduction 
A. John 15:18-25 . . . “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated

Me before it hated you. [19] If you were of the world, the world would
love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out
of the world, because of this the world hates you. [20] Remember the word
that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they
will keep yours also. [21] But all these things they will do to you for My
name's sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. [22] If I
had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they
have no excuse for their sin. [23] He who hates Me hates My Father also.
[24] If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they
would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My
Father as well. [25] But they have done this to fulfill the word that is
written in their Law, 'They hated Me without a cause.'”

B. Prayer 

II. Hating and persecuting Jesus, hating and persecuting you. 
A. In vs 18, Jesus says, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated

Me before it hated you. And in vs 20, Jesus says, “If they persecuted Me,
they will also persecute you.” 

B. I want to begin today by making it clear that there are two realities
associated with these two statements that we should keep in mind when
applying them to life today. 
1. First, there is a war going on between God and the devil, good and

evil, the church and the world, the Christian and the unbeliever – 
and in my own life there is a war going on between my old nature
and my new nature, my flesh and the Spirit. 
a. One example from scripture of this war is found in the story of

Elijah going up against the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18). 
b. A present day, yet more subtle example of this war is the war

being fought within the church between those who hold to
cheap grace, feel-good Christianity, competing theologies, and
a culturally induced tolerance that is allowing the world to creep
into the church bit-by-bit, and those who hold to the teachings
of Jesus, an honest reading and application of the OT and Epistles,



and who no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf. 

c. In other words, whether subtle or obvious, there is a war going
on, and we are part of this war. Now the reason there is hatred
and persecution in this war, even among those who call themselves
Christians, is because the devil is intent on defeating God, and
God is at work accomplishing the defeat of Satan, sin, and those
who want the ways of sin and the world over the way of God. 

2. Second, not everyone who is of the world hated Jesus than, and not
everyone who is of the world hates Jesus now or hates Christians now.
In the same way, not everyone who is of the world persecuted Jesus,
and not everyone who is of the world persecutes Christians, today. 
a. In other words, though Jesus was hated and persecuted, and

though followers of Jesus have been and are still hated and being
persecuted, not everyone who lives by the world’s mindset, values,
and standards hates Jesus today, or hates and persecutes
Christians today. Some unbelievers live and let live. 

b. However, being hated and persecuted has been and will continue
to be a common consequence of living a godly life. And if we never
experience some degree of criticism or ill-will or rejection for being
godly, it may be that we are hiding our godliness when among
unbelievers, or our godliness is more like the world than God. 

C. To help us get a clearer picture of why Jesus and His followers are so often
hated and persecuted by those who are of the world, I want to define the
word hate and its primary synonyms. 
1. And along with the definitions, I will give one or more examples, from

the scriptures, of God’s hatred for the world and its mindset, values,
and standards. 

2. My purpose for doing this is to help you see that the ongoing war
between God and the devil, good and evil, is being fought by both sides
which helps clarify why the world hates and  persecutes God’s people. 

D. Hate: Hate is defined as having a great aversion to someone, which is
usually accompanied by a strong desire that something bad should happen
to that person (malice). Hatred also means to dislike intensely, or to
detest. Synonyms – Abhor, Detest, Abominate, Loathe. 
1. When comparing the word “hate” to its synonyms, hate becomes the

general word used to describe the intensity and extent of our dislike
for someone or something. 
a. For example, God contrasts hate with love in Leviticus 19:17-18,

“You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you



may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because
of him. [18] You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge
against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself....” 
(1) There are whole cultures that believe in, nurture, and practice

hatred, holding grudges, and taking vengeance against those
who mistreat them – including their own family members. 

(2) Imagine the distaste and even hatred that unbelievers in
these cultures feel toward God and God’s people who not only
refuse to participate in such hatred, grudge holding, and
vengeance, but openly condemn it. 

(3) And imagine how those around you feel – be they believers
or  unbelievers – when you use God’s word to challenge,
advise, and exhort them to deal with a sinful, hurtful, unkind,
cantankerous, disrespectful, and even a mean person without
sinning in the process. 

b. My second example of hatred will clarify even further why this
battle between God and the devil, good and evil takes on such
strong responses. We read in Proverbs 6:16-19, “There are six
things which the LORD hates, yes, seven which are an abomina-
tion to Him: [17] Haughty eyes (having or showing arrogant
superiority and disdain for someone) , a lying tongue, hands that
shed innocent blood, [18] a heart that devises wicked plans, feet
that run rapidly to evil, [19] a false witness who utters lies, and
one who spreads strife among brothers. Do you see in these
examples how easily the war heats up and hatred breaks out? 

2. To abhor someone means they are deeply repugnant or repulsive
to that which you are most sensitive to or feel strongly about. David
says in Psalm 5:6, that “The LORD abhors the man of bloodshed
and deceit.” 
a. If you longed to be seen as a respected member of the community,

and you knew that God and His people not only abhorred, but
exposed your sinful behavior as abhorrent, wouldn’t you hate
them and want to silence them? 

b. If you see the reality of human nature in this example, then you
can see the extent of the war between good and evil and why so
many who are of the world hate God and His people. 

3. To detest someone is to openly denounce or condemn them because
they have utterly gone against one or more of your principles, values,
and/or moral sentiments. We see how much Jesus detested the



hypocrisy of the religious leaders and Pharisees of His day by how
often He publicly denounced and condemned them. And we see in
their response how much they hated Jesus for not accepting them. 

4. You feel abomination for those who oppose and discredit and treat
as shameful your moral and religious beliefs. In  Leviticus 18:19-23,
we read that adultery, giving your child to be a temple prostitute,
homosexuality, and bestiality are abominable to God. And we see
in our culture today how much hatred is expressed toward God and
the people of God who speak against these kinds of evil. 

5. We loathe people or teachings or principles or values that are so
offensive to our nature or our view of how things should be that it
disgusts us. And according to Psalm 95:10-11, for forty years, God
loathed the generation of Israelites who would not enter the
Promised Land because of their unbelief. And sadly, even in the
church there are those who, because of unbelief, loathe God for not
caring for them in the way they want to be cared for or protecting
them in the way they want to be protected. 

E. Again, my purpose in providing these definitions and examples of hatred
and its synonyms are to show the extent and intensity of the war between
God and Satan, good and evil, and believers and unbelievers. 
1. The Bible makes it clear that God hates evil of every kind. And in

John 7:7, Jesus makes it clear that the reason the world hates
God and wants to persecute His children is because God testifies
that its deeds are evil. 

2. In other words, God, His word, and His people expose and condemn
the evil of the world’s deeds – which results in some sinners repenting
and coming to faith in Jesus while others take whatever measures
necessary to silence God, His word, and His people. 

3. Therefore, when sinners want to continue in their practice of sin and
still be seen as respected members of the community, they will come
to hate and even persecute those who prevent them from having both
the freedom to sin and respectability in the community. 

4. Jesus put it this way in John 3:19-20, “... men love the darkness
rather than the Light, for their deeds are evil. [20] For everyone who
does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that
his deeds will be exposed [as being evil].” 

F. Once again, hatred and persecution of the godly is neither universal nor
perpetual. But it is so likely to happen sometime during the course of
one’s life as a Christian that Paul said, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 



1. Therefore, may we live such godly lives, and speak God’s truth in such
clear ways and at such opportune times, that the ungodly around us
will feel so convicted and exposed that they will respond in some way
– either by repenting and trusting in Jesus or turning against us,
even to the point of hating us and possibly persecuting us. 

2. However, let us never take pride in being hated or persecuted, for
pride is not only sin on our part, it give the ungodly a legitimate
reason to hate and persecute us. 

G. John 15:19 . . . “If you were of the world, the world would love its own;
but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world,
because of this the world hates you.” 
1. All who join the world in calling evil good and good evil, and who

substitute darkness for light and light for darkness, are loved by the
world because they approve of the world and heartily accept those
who live according to the ways of the world. 

2. As God’s people, we are to show kindness, mercy, hospitality, and
other forms of charity to the people of the world, but we are never
to love the world or approve of the world’s ways. And it is this part
of our relationship with the world that they take as a reason to hate
and persecute us. 

III. A slave is not greater than his master, we are not greater than Jesus
A. John 15:20 . . . “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not

greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.” 
1. We’ve already talked about the persecution part of this verse, so I

want to confine my comments to the words, “if they kept My word,
they will keep yours also.” 

2. John said it this way in 1 John 4:5-6, “They are from the world;
therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them.
[6] We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is
not from God does not listen to us.” 

3. The reality is, those who refuse to consider and pay heed to the truth
of God’s word, won’t give honest – or even any consideration to what
you have to say about living a sensible, wise, responsible, godly,
biblically based, mentally and emotionally healthy life. 

4. This does not mean you should slack off on living a godly life and
speaking God’s truths whenever and wherever you can. But it does
mean that the results of your efforts will be no greater than God gets
from His efforts. 



B. John 15:21 . . . “But all these things they will do to you for My name's
sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.” 
1. How easy it is for us to feel like we are the ones being hated and

rejected – and in a way we are. 
2. But the greater truth, the fuller reality is that it is not us, or just us

the world hates and rejects, it is God – for we are just the servants
or the messengers of the God they reject and hate. 

3. And why are they hating and rejecting God? Jesus says it is because
they do not know Him. In other words, they do not know that God
is perfectly good, altogether loving, absolutely just, completely
trustworthy, unimaginably merciful, exceedingly compassionate,
incredibly patient, and full of grace. 

4. And why don’t they know? Because they prefer darkness to light, pride
to humility, selfishness to love, going their own way to going God’s
way, and being self-ruled instead of being God ruled. 

IV. Guilt determined by how much we know
A. John 15:22 . . . If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not

have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
1. It is unlikely that this means they would not have any sin to give an

account for, but rather they would not have the sin of rejecting Jesus,
hating Him without a just cause, and murdering Him. 

2. A sad, yet clear example of this is found in Matthew 27:25, where
in order to coax Pilot to crucify Jesus, the people who were gathered
in his presence said, “His blood shall be on us and on our children.”

3. Obviously, they wouldn’t have had the opportunity to say this if Jesus
had not come to earth and done His Father’s will. 

B. In our day, it works like this. If by some means you have come to know
about Jesus, and then reject Jesus as the only means to eternal life, you
have no excuse for your sin of unbelief in Jesus. However, if you have
no knowledge of the existence of Jesus, you cannot commit the sin of
unbelief in Jesus or the sin of rejecting Jesus. 

C. The principle here is more clearly stated in James 4:17, “Therefore, to
one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.” 

V. Hating Jesus automatically means hating God
A. John 15:23-24 . . . “He who hates Me hates My Father also. [24] If I had

not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not
have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father
as well.” 



B. This is a broader application of what Jesus has been saying, for there
were in Jesus’ time – just as there are those in our day – who think they
can reject Jesus and even hate Jesus while still believing in, loving, and
being acceptable to God. 
1. However, Jesus makes it clear that to see Him is to see God.
2. Therefore, to reject Him is to reject God, and to hate Him is to hate

God – for Jesus only spoke and did what God told Him to speak and
do. And so to hate what Jesus said and did, is to hate the One who
told Him what to say and do. 

C. John 15:25 . . . “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written
in their Law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' (Probably quoted from
Psalm 69:4, because Psalm 69:9 is quoted in John 2:17)
1. There are three things I want to point out about this statement.
2. First, the Jews of Jesus’ day did not hate Him in order to fulfill the

prophecy – as if the prophecy controlled their behavior. Rather, the
prophecy was shown to be fulfilled and therefore proved true because
of their behavior. In other words, God’s prophetic statements do not
make things happen, they foretell what will happen. 

3. Second, whenever and wherever evil has turned against good in order
to avoid being exposed as evil, it has done so unjustly, often cruelly,
and always as further proof it already hates Jesus and has rejected
God. 

4. Third, Jesus quoted an OT prophecy, and most likely Psalm 69:9. 
a. In that Psalm, David was expecting God to deliver him from his

enemies and save him from their unjustified hatred. 
b. However, in Jesus case, God allowed the hatred and wrath of

Jesus’ enemies to crush and kill Him. But God used that unjust
and cruel treatment of Jesus to gain salvation for sinners like me. 

VI. Conclusion
A. Some, in the name of God, become obnoxious or even sinful in there fight

against evil in the world. This ought never be true of us. 
B. For Jesus said, in Matthew 5:10-12, “Blessed are those who have been

persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. [11] Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you,
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. [12] Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 


