
Romans
Impartial Judgement / Justification of God - Part 2 November 16, 2014

I. Paul’s foundational information for understanding the rest of Romans
A. Today, we will look at Romans 2:14-29, but before considering what God

is telling us in these verses, I want to summarize the points Paul made
in verses 5-13, because Paul is using different examples to repeat the
same basic truth throughout Romans 2:5-29. 
1. First, whether you have the Holy Scriptures or you don’t, continuing

to serve the flesh, the world, and the devil in order to live a self-
centered life – on the one hand, and seeking glory, honor, and
immortality by persevering in doing good – on the other, is what
separates those who will experience God’s wrath from those who will
experience God’s justification and His gift of eternal. 

2. Second, God impartially judges everyone according to their deeds
and the amount of knowledge they have about right and wrong,
because it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but
the doers of the Law who will be justified. 

B. Prayer

II. The impartial judgment and justification of God
A. In verses 14-29, Paul gives us several more examples of the truths he

states in verses 5-13. And in doing this, Paul’s moves back and forth
between Jews – who had direct revelation from God in the written Law,
and Gentiles – who didn’t. 
1. To help you see as clearly as possible the foundation Paul is laying,

I want to remind you that the Jews assumed they were in good
standing with God because God chose them, spoke to them through
Moses, gave them the seal of circumcision, gave them a land, made
them a special nation, and dwelt in their midst within the Temple.

2. The problem with all this is that in assuming they were in good
standing with God, they believed they were exempt from His judgment
on their unrepented sin. In other words, they believed they were
justified and  guaranteed eternal life in spite of their sin. And yet
they were convinced God saw the sinful Gentiles as evil and would
pour out His wrath on them.  Might this sound familiar? 

B. Romans 2:11-16 . . . To lead us into verse 14, we will begin with the
second half of verse 11.



1. vs 11 . . . For there is no partiality with God 
2. vs 12. . . (Why?) For (because) all who have sinned without the Law

will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the
Law will be judged by the Law; 

3. vs 13 . . . (Why?) for (because) it is not the hearers of the Law who
are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. 

4. vs 14 . . . (Why?) For (because) when Gentiles (non-Jews in OT times
or unbelievers in NT times) who do not have the Law do instinctively
the things of the Law (do naturally or unprompted), these, not having
the Law, are a law to themselves, 

5. vs 15a . . . in that they show the work of the Law written in their
hearts (self-regulated according to their internal standards placed
there by God – Romans 1:19-20), 

6. vs 15b . . . their conscience bearing witness . . . 
a. It is our belief that God created all mankind with a conscience,

just like He created all mankind with eyes and ears. However,
unlike eyes and ears, the conscience cannot be seen or touched,
and yet, like eyes and ears, it can be weakened or handicapped,
even to the point of becoming useless. 

b. The word conscience and its definition comes from the Greeks,
which is why the word itself does not appear in the OT. However,
the OT speaks of the heart in similar ways to which the NT uses
the word conscience. 

c. The intended work of our conscience is, first of all, to make known
the standard for our thoughts, words, and deeds. Then, our
conscience urges us to comply or live according to that standard
when we are being tempted to do otherwise. And finally, if we
fail to live accordingly, it condemns us for our failure. 

d. The conscience has two weaknesses that we are wise to guard
against. 
(1) First weakness: Your conscience can be weakened, even to

the point of becoming useless. And the primary way to weaken
it is to repeatedly do what your conscience says is wrong. A
second way to weaken it is to disregard its convicting work
after failing to live according to it’s standard. 

(2) Second weakness: Your conscience can be influenced by
cultural standards or social norms to the extent that if is
influenced to approve standards and norms that are contrary
to God’s standards and norms for godly living. We see this
in some of the evils the church at large approves today. 



e. God’s word warns us about the weakness of our conscience in
several places. For example: 
(1) We can sear our conscience by repeated ungodly behavior so

that it loses its ability to function as intended (I Tim 4:2).
(2) We can harden our conscience so that it becomes calloused

though the practice of sin (Ephesians 4:18-19). 
(3) The blood of Christ (working through our repentance and

God’s forgiveness) can cleanse our conscience from dead works
so that we can properly serve the living God (Hebrews 9:14). 

(4) We are exhorted to keep our conscience in good working order
so that we can live a God-honoring life (1 Peter 3:16). 

(5) And finally, Paul told Timothy that the goal of their
instruction was love from a pure heart and a good conscience
and a sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5), which gives us some
indication of the importance a good conscience plays in loving
God and others as we ought. 

7. vs 15c . . . and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending
them, 
a. These words are part of Paul’s explanation as to why God justifies

those who do not have the scriptures while living as if they do.
However, we can also use these words to teach us something about
how our conscience and mind work together in helping us live
a godly life. So I want to look at that first, and then we will return
to fitting verses 14-15 together with verse 16.

b. Our conscience sets the standard, which helps us know the
difference between right and wrong. And our conscience brings
a sense of guilt when we choose to live contrary to the standard.
Our mind, when working along with our conscience, uses its fast
acting abilities to examine our thoughts, words, and deeds as they
are happening to see if they match the standard of our conscience.
Or, using its memory abilities to look back on some thought, word,
or deed, our mind can reflect on what we’ve done to see if we have
stayed within the boundaries of what is right. 

c. The important point here is that our mind, working with our
conscience, has the power to assess our thoughts, words, and
deeds as they are happening, and it has the ability to reflect on
past thoughts, words, and deeds, in order to judge them according
to the standard of our conscience. And think how much better
it is to use our mind to evaluate our behavior in light of the
standards set by our conscience and God’s word. 



8. Now lets return to the intended focus of verses 14-16, And to help
us see the bigger picture, I will read these verses once again. 
a. Romans 2:14-16 . . . For when Gentiles who do not have the Law

do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law,
are a law to themselves, [15] in that they show the work of the
Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and
their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, [16] on
the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets
of men through Christ Jesus. 

b. The specific point here is that there are those in our world, who
even though they have no access to God’s word – written or oral,
still live as if they had God’s word. Therefore, when the final
judgment arrives, their deeds will show they took seriously the
knowledge God put within them and revealed to them through
nature. And their deeds will reveal that they made it their aim
to live according to that knowledge – with the aid of their
conscience and intellect. Therefore, because God’s judgment is
impartial (it doesn’t favor Jews over Gentiles or church members
over non-church members), God will justify them and give them
the gift of eternal life. 

9. Verses 14-16 represent God’s impartial judgment of Gentiles, or those
outside the church. Paul now moves to an example of those who
consider themselves in good standing with God. 

C. Romans 2:17-24 . . . But if you bear the name "Jew" and rely upon the
Law and boast in God, [18] and know His will and approve the things
that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, [19] and are confident
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in
darkness, [20] a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having
in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, [21] you,
therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach
that one shall not steal, do you steal? [22] You who say that one should
not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do
you rob temples? [23] You who boast in the Law, through your breaking
the Law, do you dishonor God? (this is a rhetorical question, for the implied
answer is yes) [24] For "The name of God is blasphemed among the
Gentiles because of you," just as it is written. 
1. In this section, Paul presents a picture of the person who is confident

he is secure in his standing before God – because of his membership
in a certain group, and possessing the Holy Scriptures, and holding



to the right theology, and having been baptized, and knowing God’s
standards well enough to tell others what is right and what is wrong.
Yet this same person continues to live contrary to what he knows
about right and wrong – whether he does it carelessly or deliberately,
openly or in hidden ways . Is this not an example of someone who
sees himself as a Christian, and who knows right from wrong, yet
continues to willingly practice sin in one or more areas of life? 

2. However, though calling yourself a Christian, being baptized, being
a member of the right church or denomination, having the Bible,
holding to good theology, and knowing God’s standards are important,
they are not the basis upon which God – on that final judgment day
– will separate the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:31-46). 
a. Jesus said that those who practice lawlessness will not be allowed

to enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of God,
will (Matthew 7:21). 

b. In three different letters, Paul warns us not to be deceived into
thinking that those who practice immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these will inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians
5:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:5). 

c. And John put it this way: “Little children, make sure no one
deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous,
just as God is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the devil;
for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. No
one who is born of God practices sin, because God’s seed abides
in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God” (1 John
3:7-9). 

3. The point here is that religious people who know better but do not
live according to what they know, and therefore willfully practice sin,
will experience the same wrath of God as any other unrepentant
sinner. Why? Because it is not our religious affiliations or Bible
knowledge that results in being justified by God and given the gift
of eternal life, but rather an honest effort to live up to what we know.
Or as Peter says, being holy in all our behavior just as God is holy
(1 Peter 1:15).

D. To affirm this truth, listen as I read a modern version of Romans 2:17-24
. . . But if you bear the name “Christian” and rely on the fact that your



group possess, studies, and teaches from the entire Bible, and if you boast
about the security of your standing with God based on your beliefs about
God’s grace, forgiveness, and imputed righteousness, [18] and if you know
God’s will so as to discern good from evil and approve the things that
are essential for living the Christian life – having studied and been taught
out of the Bible, [19] and if you are confident that you yourself are a
guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, [20] a corrector
of the foolish, a teacher of the immature – having in the Bible (and Bible
commentaries and your chosen theology), the embodiment of knowledge
and of the truth, [21] you, therefore, who teach another, do you practice
what you teach? You who preach that one shall not steal, do you steal?
[22] You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you worship money or the things money
can buy (greed is a form of idolatry – Colossians 3:5, and Jesus said no
one can serve two masters, that is, we cannot serve God and wealth –
Matthew 6:24), and in your worship of money to you rob God of tithes
and offerings (Malachi 3:8-12)? [23] You who boast about knowing what
God says in the Bible, through your disregard of some of the things God
says about how to live, do you dishonor Him in front of your family and
friends, and anyone else close enough to see through what you claim to
be? [24] For the name of God is blasphemed among those who reject the
gospel because of the way many who consider themselves Christians, live. 

E. Romans 2:25 . . . For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the
Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has
become uncircumcision (worthless in regard to your standing before God). 
1. Circumcision was the outward sign that separated the Jew from

everyone else. It affirmed that the Jew was a member of God’s people,
in good standing with God, and secure in the Covenant that
guaranteed God’s temporal and eternal blessings. 

2. In the early church, baptism was seen as the equal of circumcision.
However, many in the Protestant church today do not see or treat
baptism that way anymore. Therefore, we might also compare
circumcision  to praying the sinner’s prayer for salvation, confirma-
tion, taking holy communion, or church membership. 

3. With these comparisons in mind, we might put verse 25 this way:
“For indeed baptism, or praying the sinner’s prayer, or confirmation,
or holy communion, or church membership are of value if you practice
the teachings of the Bible regarding how to live a godly life; but if



you unrepentantly do what you know is wrong, your baptism or
sinner’s prayer or confirmation has no eternal value.”

F. Romans 2:26-29 . . . So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements
of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? (i.e.,
will he not then be in good standing with God?) [27] And he who is
physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who
though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor
of the Law? [28] For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is
circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. [29] But he is a Jew who
is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 

III. Conclusion
A. In verses 28-29, Paul sums up his primary point in Romans 2. So I will

conclude today’s teaching by putting these last two verses into modern
paraphrase. 

B. “For he is not a Christian who has prayed the sinner’s prayer, or who
has been baptized, or confirmed, or who regularly partakes of Holy
Communion, or is a member of a church. Rather, he is a Christian who
is one through and through – which means faith for salvation and baptism
have eternal value when they accompany a heart change that results in
a transformation of one’s whole being – a transformation that can only
happen when it is empowered by the Holy Spirit. Why? Because a self-
empowered effort is at best partial and temporary. Finally, the true
Christian does not live a godly life to gain praise from men, but to please
God and receive praise from Him” (Romans 2:28-29). 


