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I. Exhorting and encouraging those who fear God’s punishment and therefore
live godly, and those who ignore or despise God’s punishment and go on
sinning. 
A.  Scriptures

1. Proverbs 9:10-12 . . . The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. [11] For
by [wisdom] your days will be multiplied, and years of life will be
added to you. [12] If you are wise, you are wise for yourself, and if
you scoff, you alone will bear it.

2. Psalm 128:1 . . . How blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who
walks in His ways. 

3. Psalm 34:7 . . . The angel of the LORD encamps around those who
fear Him, and rescues them. 

4. Psalm 103:17-18 . . . The lovingkindness of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteous-
ness to children's children, [18] to those who keep His covenant and
remember His precepts to do them. 

5. Matthew 10:28 . . . Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable
to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell. 

6. John 3:20 . . . Everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not
come to the Light for fear that [the evil of] his deeds will be exposed. 

7. Psalm 50:16-21a . . . To the wicked God says ..., “You hate discipline,
and you cast My words behind you. [18] When you see a thief, you
are pleased with him, and you associate with adulterers. [19] You
let your mouth loose in evil and your tongue frames deceit. [20] You
sit and speak against your brother; you slander your own mother's
son. [21] These things you have done and I [patiently] kept silent;
[therefore,] you thought that I was just like you.” (The self-deception
that accompanies practicing sin)

8. Isaiah 47:10-11 . . . “You felt secure in your wickedness and said, ‘No
one sees me’ (as if God doesn’t). Your wisdom and your knowledge,
they have deluded you; for you have said in your heart, ‘I am (that
is, I am self-sufficient), and there is no one besides me (there is no
one to hold me accountable).’ [11] But evil will come on you which
you will not know how to charm away; and disaster will fall on you



for which you cannot atone; and destruction about which you do not
know will come on you suddenly.” 

9. 2 Corinthians 7:1 . . . Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 

B. Prayer

II. Those who fear God’s punishment and therefore live godly
A. Fear is a universal motivating force that compels us to action. When we

look at fear in relation to doing what is right and good, there are several
reasons why fear motivates us. 
1. All of us have been motivated to do what we know is right by the fear

of getting caught doing otherwise and having to pay the consequences.
a. However, the weakness of being motivated by the fear of

punishment is that when we feel reasonably certain we won’t
get caught, or when peer pressure is stronger than the fear of
getting caught, we feel will go ahead and do what we know is
wrong. 

2. Many of us have been motivated to do good by a desire to please
someone we want to impress in order to gain their approval and
acceptance. 
a. However, the weakness of doing good to impress someone is that

when they are not around to impress or won’t hear of the good
we have done, the motivation to do good is gone, which means
the motivation to do what we know is wrong becomes the stronger
motivation. 

3. Therefore, in our study today, our focus is not the motivation that
comes from the  fear of punishment or the desire to impress, but on
the motivation that comes from the fear of God. And here is why. 
a. First, God is the ultimate authority and final judge of all

mankind, and we not only answer to Him during our lifetime,
we will answer to Him on the final judgment day when He will
judge us according to how we have lived during our lifetime. 
(1) Paul affirms this in 2 Corinthians 5:10 . . . For we must all

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad. 

(2) Therefore, Jesus said in  Matthew 10:28, “Do not fear those
who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 



b. Second, God is all-knowing and everywhere present. 
(1) There is nothing we can hide from Him – He knows our

thoughts, desires, fears, intentions, words, and deeds –
including the ones we keep hidden from everyone else. 

(2) Jesus affirmed this truth in Luke 8:17, “For nothing is
hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that
will not be known and come to light.” 

4. Therefore, we begin to become wise in relation to God and obeying
God when we fear God, himself, that is, when we fear His position
and power to decide our eternal destiny. 

B. With this in mind, there are several things that seem important to say
to those who fear God’s punishment and therefore live godly.
1. Beware of thinking you are so good that you let down your guard and

become complacent about being good, and in your complacency slip
back into being attached to worldly pleasures and goods so that
someone or something of this world ascends to the place of importance
that God is to hold. Let me explain. 
a. The world, aided by the devil’s wiles, has a way of subtly and

perpetually tugging the godly back toward treasuring at least
some of the world’s riches, possessions, power, and fame. 

b. And the reason this tug is subtle is because it appeals to our
senses in ways that hopefully prevent us from using our mind
to analyze the appeal and measure its spiritual worth by the
Word of God. 

c. And so I am reminding you who fear God and therefore live godly,
remain vigilant against the tug of the world, for where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:21). 

2. My second warning to those who fear God and thus live godly comes
from 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, where Paul warns the godly not to
associate with certain ungodly people. Listen as I read this scripture.
a. “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;

[10] I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world,
or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then
you would have to go out of the world (and if we go out of the
world we will not have anyone to evangelize and make disciples
of). [11] But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any
so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to
eat with such a one.  WHY would Paul say this?



b. When we associate with unbelievers, we are – most likely – on
guard against their ungodly beliefs and values. Besides, we know
our contact with them holds the opportunity to evangelize them,
and that focus further protects us from their ungodly influence.

c. But when we associate with believers, it is easy to let our guard
down, thinking we are safe – which then makes us vulnerable
to the influence of any ungodly beliefs and values they might hold.
Therefore, be careful who you associate with in the church. 

3. Finally, if the fear of God is motivating you to live a truly godly life,
I want to encourage you to hold on to that motive while adding the
motive of love to your reason for living godly. 
a. John wrote these words in 1 John 4:18, “There is no fear in love;

but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment,
and the one who fears is not perfected in love.’ We may gain
perfection in the use of fear as a motivation for doing good, but
John calls us to be perfected in love, and this perfection requires
the use of love as a motivating force for doing good. 

b. I think Paul explains this in Romans 8:15, “You have not received
a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received
a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!”
The point here is that our relationship with God goes beyond fear
of His position and power to include loving Him as our loving
Father. 

4. The point here is that even though the motive of fear remains a vital
motivating force for obeying God and living a godly life – it is only
one side of a two-sided motivational coin. 
a. Therefore, if we only have the fear side, we lack that deep sense

of belonging to, and loving, and being intimate with our Heavenly
Father – which means we also lack the motivation of love for
living a godly life. 

b. And consider this – if we do right from fear of punishment alone,
it does not mean we want to do what is right. We may want to
do wrong in some particular area or areas, but because of fear,
we don’t. Therefore, if for some reason we no longer fear, we have
lost our one motivation for doing what we know is right. 

c. But when we add the motive of love – that is, love of God, love
of neighbor, love of what is right and good – then love becomes
a compelling constraint against sin. And when fear and love work
together, they are solid, dependable guards over our desires,
thoughts, words, and deeds. 



5. Therefore, I encourage all who fear God and live a godly life to press
on toward adding love as the complimentary, and even over-arching
motivation for pleasing God and living a godly life. 

III. Those who ignore or despise God’s punishment and go on sinning
A. There are those within the church, who, knowing that God judges,

disciplines, and punishes, either ignore or despise His discipline and
punishment – in one or more areas of life – and go on sinning. 
1. There are three main ways we can ignore God’s discipline and

punishment for ongoing sin in your life.
a. We can live in denial of our sin and therefore never connect the

resulting consequences to God disciplining or punishing us. 
b. We can know we are practicing some sin but never give serious

thought to the fact that some of the troubles in our life are a
result of God’s discipline for our practice of sin.

c. Or we can treat the troubles that God uses to get our attention
as “just the way life is” so that we never see them as God’s acts
of discipline. 

2. For example, you may recall from last Sunday that one of the methods
God uses to get our attention when we are willfully committing sin
is to use some form of sickness (Deuteronomy 28:58-61). 
a. I can say with some certainty that God has used a variety of

troubles to get my attention, with forms of sickness or physical
problems being just some of them. 

b. And my point here is that these troubles have had their intended
effect because I was willing to consider that they were the result
of God discipline in response to my sin. 

c. And so I urge you, give serious thought to the possibility that
some of the troubles in your life are the result of God’s discipline. 

3. To despise God’s discipline and punishment is to be so unhappy about
it that you not only dislike it, you see it as another unwanted
intrusion or problem in your life that you should not have to deal with.
Those who despise God’s discipline – or the discipline of any authority
for that matter – often respond to it with arrogance, contempt, and
stubborn arguments of innocence, or unrelenting arguments against
the stated consequences.
a. As you might already know, those who despise God’s punishment

and go on sinning, want to do as they please rather than as God
pleases. Therefore, they see God as an unwanted obstacle or
prudish ruler standing in the way of doing as they please. 



b. Now it is important to understand that those who despise God’s
discipline rarely think of themselves as despising God, himself.
Instead, they see themselves as despising the interference, the
criticism that points out how selfishly and irresponsibly they are
acting, and the consequences meted out for their wrong doing. 

4. However, the Bible says that when we despise God’s punishment and
go on sinning, we are despising God, himself. For example:
a. Jeremiah 5:3 . . . O LORD, do not Your eyes look for truth? You

have smitten them (sinful Israel), but they did not weaken; You
have consumed them, but they refused to take correction. They
have made their faces harder than rock; they have refused to
repent. (Rejecting not just the discipline, but God himself)

b. James 4:4 . . . You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship
with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

c. Hebrews 10:26-31 . . . For if we go on sinning willfully after
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins, [27] but a terrifying expectation of judgment
and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.
[28] Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. [29] How much
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has
trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has
insulted the Spirit of grace? [30] For we know Him who said,
"Vengeance is Mine, I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge
His people." [31] It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of
the living God. 

B. There is a secondary or underlying problem that results from ignoring
or despising God’s punishments and therefore resisting or refusing to be
called back to godliness. And that secondary problem is what this resisting
and refusal does to your character, conscience, heart, and mind. God’s
word addresses this, and here are a few examples. 
1. Jeremiah 6:15a . . . Were they ashamed because of the abomination

they have done? They were not even ashamed at all; they did not even
know how to blush. (This speaks to how continuing in sin weakens
our character by making it so insensitive to our sin that we no longer
feel as if we are doing something wrong or shameful.)



2. Titus 1:15 . . . To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their
conscience are defiled. (Here again, the practice of sin dulls our
conscience and alters the way we think about sin.) 

3. Romans 8:6-8 . . . For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind
set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh
is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God,
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

4. Matthew 15:19-20 . . . Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. [20] These
are the things which defile the man. (We can add impurities back
into a pure heart or keep a select few impurities in our heart. Either
way, we defile ourselves, and verify our defilement by what comes
out of our impure heart.)  

C. My final word to those who ignore or despise God’s discipline and judgment
and so go on sinning comes from Ephesians 4:17-24 . . . So this I say, and
affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles
walk, in the futility of their mind, [18] being darkened in their
understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; [19] and they,
having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the
practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. [20] But you did not
learn Christ in this way, [21] if indeed you have heard Him and have been
taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, [22] that, in reference to your
former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted
in accordance with the lusts of deceit, [23] and that you be renewed in
the spirit of your mind, [24] and put on the new self, which in the likeness
of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

IV. Conclusion
A. Titus 2:11-14 . . . For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation

to all men, [12] instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, [13] looking
for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, [14] who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every
lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds. 


