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I. Exhorting and encouraging those who repeatedly lie and those who tell the
truth. 
A. Clarifying Definitions

1. Lying is an intentional act of deception, either by word or deed,
through the use of 
a. deceit – dishonesty,
b. falsehood – a misrepresentation of the truth – which most often

is done by withholding or exaggerating certain facts, or by making
up a story or series of facts that sound true, but are false, 

c. and/or treachery – betraying someone’s trust by presenting a
falsehood as if it were true. 

2. Truth is an accurate presentation of reality, or an accurate
presentation of the facts concerning what has been, what is, or what
will be. Truth presents reality as it is and the facts as they are, even
to the hurt of the one telling the truth. 

3. Lying and truth are not just opposites, they oppose each other. 
a. Lying comes from the devil and truth comes from God. 
b. To lie is to side with the devil, and to tell the truth is to side with

God. 
c. To despise truth is to despise God, and to cherish lying is to

cherish the devil. 

B. Scriptures about lying
1. John 8:42-44 . . . Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you

would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for
I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. [43] Why
do you not understand what I am saying? [The reason you don’t
understand] is because you cannot hear My word. [44] You are of your
father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He
was a murderer from the beginning (his ultimate purpose is to get
us to live in such a way that God condemns us to eternal hell), and
does not stand in the truth (imagine truth only existing within a fenced
in square, and the devil standing outside that square) because there
is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
nature, for he is a liar (by nature) and the father of lies (the originator
of lying and lies). 



2. Proverbs 12:22 . . . Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but
those who deal faithfully are His delight.  (God hates, abhors, detests
lying, but He finds pleasure and joy in those who are honest.) 

3. Revelation 21:8 . . . The cowardly and unbelieving and abominable
and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and
all liars (those who deliberately and repeatedly lie without repentance
and without making amends) their part will be in the lake that burns
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 

4. Proverbs 20:17 . . . Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man,
but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel (At first, lying seems
very profitable, but in the end, it is very costly). 

5. Matthew 12:34b-35 . . . The mouth speaks out of that which fills
the heart. [35] The good man brings out of his good treasure what
is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.
(Just as it is the devil’s nature to lie, so our lying is not driven by
outside circumstances, but by the evil desires and selfish intentions
that are within – that is, in our heart.)

6. Psalm 34:12-14 . . . Who is the man who desires life and loves length
of days that he may see good? [13] Keep your tongue from evil and
your lips from speaking deceit. [14] Depart from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it. (Peace built on lies will not last very long,
whereas peace built on truth will last as long as truth prevails.)

7. Jeremiah 5:30-31 . . . An appalling and horrible thing has happened
in the land: [31] the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule
on their own authority; and My people love it so! But what will you
do at the end of it? (When religious people want the benefits of religion
– on the one hand, and the pleasures and profit of sinning – on the
other hand, they also want their religious leaders to teach, preach,
and prophesy in a way that affirms that they can have both.)

C. Scriptures about telling the truth
1. Exodus 34:6-7 . . . Then the LORD passed by in front of [Moses] and

proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; [7] who
keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgres-
sion and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished,
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchil-
dren to the third and fourth generations." (In God’s self-revelation,
He proclaims Himself to abound in truth, that is, He overflows with
truth, has an abundant supply of truth, is filled full of truth.)



2. Psalm 145:18-20 . . . The LORD is near to all who call upon Him,
to all who call upon Him in truth. (To call upon God in truth is to call
upon Him as one who believes in Him, and lives according to His will.)
[19] He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him (to fear God is
to live as one who fears disobeying and therefore displeasing God);
He will also hear their cry and will save them. [20] The LORD keeps
all who love Him (those who love God obey Him), but all the wicked
He will destroy. 

3. Proverbs 12:22 . . . Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord (lying
lips are hateful, wicked, or shameful, which means lying lips are
disgusting to and hated by the Lord), but those who deal faithfully
are His delight (He takes joy in an honest life and honest tongue). 

4. Proverbs 23:23 . . . Buy truth, and do not sell it (Give or do whatever
you have to give and do to get truth. Then never let it go) , get wisdom
and instruction and understanding. 

5. 1 Corinthians 13:6 . . . [Love] does not rejoice in unrighteousness,
but rejoices with the truth. (Just as God take pleasure in the truth,
so love takes pleasure in and is pleased with truth, while also being
displeased or bothered by that which is not true.)

6. Zechariah 8:16-17 . . . These are the things which you should do:
speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for
peace in your gates. (Take the time to hear both sides of the situation,
then judge it with fairness, and render a just decision – for this will
keep the community living together in peace) [17] Also let none of you
devise evil in your heart against another (feeding the desire to deceive
someone feeds the desire to lie), and do not love perjury (making false
statements under oathm, or after declaring that what you are about
to say is the whole truth); for all these are what I hate, declares
the LORD.

7. Ephesians 4:25 . . . Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth
each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.
(This is an exhortation to speak the truth to each other BECAUSE
we are members of the same family – that is, God’s family.)

8. Colossians 3:9-10 . . . Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside
the old self with its evil practices, [10] and have put on the new self
who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of
the One who created him. (This is an exhortation to speak the truth
to each other BECAUSE we have put off our old nature and put on
the new nature which is being changed into the likeness of Christ.)



9. 1 Timothy 3:14-15 . . . I am writing these things to you, hoping to
come to you before long; [15] but in case I am delayed, I write so that
you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of
the truth. (The reason for including this verse is to affirm that the
church, the Body of Christ, has the responsibility to stand out as the
most qualified and faithful promoter, supporter, and protector of the
truth.)

II. The reasons people lie – taken from Bible stories about people who lied.
A. Genesis 3:4-5 . . . The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not

die! [5] "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
1. Some lie to turn those who will listen, against God, and to gain those

who turn against God as followers and supporters. 

B. Genesis 12:13 . . . Please say that you are my sister so that it may go
well with me because of you, and that I may live on account of you.
1. Some lie to protect themselves from a real or imagined threat rather

than remain truthful and trust God to protect them. Such acts of self-
protection are not just self-interested, they are selfish. 

2. For example, Abraham was not seeking the good of his wife, or the
good of the king (who might possibly end up committing adultery with
Abraham’s wife and in so doing, bring God’s judgment on himself and
his kingdom). And he was not seeking the honor of God. He was
looking out for his own well-being and using deception to secure it. 

C. Genesis 27:6-10 . . . Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "Behold, I heard your
father speak to your brother Esau, saying, [7] 'Bring me some game and
prepare a savory dish for me, that I may eat, and bless you in the presence
of the LORD before my death.' [8] Now therefore, my son, listen to me
as I command you. [9] Go now to the flock and bring me two choice young
goats from there, that I may prepare them as a savory dish for your father,
such as he loves. [10] Then you shall bring it to your father, that he may
eat, so that he may bless you before his death." 
1. Some lie to gain or obtain something they want but do not meet the

requirements for obtaining it, or cannot have it because it belongs
to someone else. Therefore, since they cannot obtain what they want
through honest means, they resort to such things as murder, theft,
or deception to obtain what they want. 



D. Genesis 37:29-33 . . . Now Reuben (the oldest son of Jacob and Joseph’s
oldest brother) returned to the pit, and behold, Joseph was not in the pit;
so he tore his garments. [30] He returned to his brothers and said, "The
boy is not there; as for me, where am I to go?" (In other words, as the oldest
brother, he was responsible for the safety of all the brothers, and especially
the younger ones. So having failed in his duties, he was sure he could not
go home and face his father.) [31] So they took Joseph's tunic, and
slaughtered a male goat and dipped the tunic in the blood; [32] and they
sent the varicolored tunic and brought it to their father and said, "We
found this; please examine it to see whether it is your son's tunic or not."
[33] Then he examined it and said, "It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has
devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!" 
1. Some lie to keep from getting caught after having sinned, or if they

have been caught, they lie in hopes of avoiding the consequences for
their wrong doing. 

E. Judges 16:4-5 . . . After this it came about that he loved a woman in the
valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. [5] The lords of the Philistines
came up to her and said to her, "Entice him, and see where his great
strength lies and how we may overpower him that we may bind him to
afflict him. Then we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver." 
1. Some lie to improve their lot in life – such as improving their financial

situation, their standing in the community, their popularity among
their friends or co-workers, and their position – be it at school, at
work, or in the church. 

F. Acts 5:1-5 . . . A man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece
of property, [2] and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife's
full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles' feet
(with the insinuation it represented the entire price paid for the property).
[3] But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land? [4] While it
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was
it (the money received) not under your control? Why is it that you have
conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."
[5] And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last;
and great fear came over all who heard of it. 
1. Some lie to appear better than they are, and in this case, to appear

more godly/religious than they are. This kind of lying is an
intentional, thought out form of hypocrisy. 



III. A thought-provoking challenge to God’s command not to lie. 
A. Following are two Bible recorded occasions when God appears to approve

of deception. 
B. Exodus 1:15-21 . . . This is the story of the two Hebrew mid-wives who

where ordered by Pharaoh to kill the baby boys. But they were letting
the boys live, and so Pharaoh called them to give an account of their
behavior. In explaining themselves to Pharaoh, they lied, for they said
that the Hebrew women were not like the Egyptian women, but rather,
they were vigorous and gave birth before the midwife could get to them.
1. As a result of not killing the Jewish baby boys, God was good to the

midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. And
because the midwives feared God, He established households for them.

2. Twice in this story we are told that the reason the mid-wives
disobeyed Pharaoh was because they ‘feared God’ (vs17, 21). In other
words, their religious convictions prompted them to fear God, and
that fear became their basis or motivation for lying. 

3. Which raises the question: Is it possible that God overlooks lying and
deceit when it is used to protect innocent lives and prevent evil
– such as murder? 

C. Joshua 2:1-7 . . . In this story, Joshua sent two men to spy out the area
surrounding Jericho and the city itself. So they went, and ended up at
Rahab’s house. 
1. The king of Jericho heard about these two Israelite men, and so he

asked Rahab to bring them to him. In response, she hid them on her
roof and then lied about where they were, for though she admitted
they had come to her house, she claimed she did not know where they
came from, and that they left the city just before the gates were closed
for the night. She then recommended that the King’s men quickly
pursue the two Israelites in order  to catch them before they got away.

2. As a reward for protecting the two spies (which Rahab did by hiding
them and  lying), Joshua told his soldiers that though the city was
under the ban – which meant that it and all that was in it belonged
to the LORD – there was one exception, and that exception was Rahab
and all who were with her in her house. They were to be allowed to
live as a reward for hiding the messengers he had sent (Joshua 6:17).

D. Without question, the Bible clearly and strongly condemns lying. And
though these two Bible stories appear to both condone and reward lying,



it seems to me our wisest course of action is to treat these two stories as
anomalies – that is, as deviations from the norm – rather than treating
them as an additional norm that provides the basis for deciding what kind
of lies God condones and possibly rewards, and what kind He condemns. 
1. Now I say this knowing that some have told the truth to their own

earthly harm, but eternal glory – such as the martyrs, while others
have told the truth and were protected from earthly harm by God. 

2. Either way, it seems to me that confident faith in the goodness of
God and the confident belief that we are eternally safe in His hands,
regardless of the earthly outcome, is superior to lying in an effort
to influence the outcome of a threatening situation. 

IV. Conclusion
A. Matthew 12:34b-35 . . . The mouth speaks out of that which fills the

heart. [35] The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good;
and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.

B. May we be people who, from the depths of our heart, want to speak truth,
and may we always speak it with love (Ephesians 4:15). 


